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Introduction

This report has been prepared by Landscape Design

Associates with advice from Scott-White & Hookins

and Bidwells, on behalf of Trinity College Cambridge.

The College has a long history of involvement in the

area since its acquisition of the Trimley Estate in the

1930's and has contributed significantly to the

development of the area since that time.

A vision for the Felixstowe Peninsula is set out to help

inform and guide short and long term plans, and avoid

ad hoc development and other changes which might

not bring optimum benefit to the long term vitality of

the community.

The study has involved a thorough analysis of

landscape and townscape, housing provision,

engineering constraints, including road traffic, public

transport and service utilities, together with many

other issues such as public open space provision and

schools, in order to understand the needs and

opportunities of the whole peninsula. Consultation has

taken place with Trimley St Mary and Trimley St

Martin Parish Councils and Felixstowe Town Council.

This has enabled an informed vision to be presented,

giving realistic options for the long term development

and enhancement of the settlements and surrounding

countryside, in order to bring maximum long term

benefits to the whole community.

These initial proposals aim to provide a platform from

which to continue the consultation process and

involvement of communities in shaping the vision.

Introduction
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Plan 1. Location Plan

View 1. Port of Felixstowe

View 2. Seafront of Felixstowe

View 3. Felixstowe town centre

Based upon Ordnance Survey map with the permission
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Topography 

The Felixstowe Peninsula has a very distinct

topography.The settlements of Felixstowe, Walton,

Trimley St Mary,Trimley St Martin and Kirton are

mainly located on the relatively flat plateau at an

elevation of 20 - 25 m AOD.The land slopes steeply

down on either side of the plateau to the lowlands

where the land lies at 5 m AOD and below, and then to

the North Sea, or the River Deben or Orwell.

The extent of Trimley Estate is shown on Plan 2. It

covers approximately 1420 ha comprising one in hand

and three let farms extending to about 1020 ha, 16

residential tenancies, about 265 ha of industrial estate

and dock, an 81 ha nature reserve and about 48 ha of

woodland. In addition there are a wide variety of other

enterprises such as riding stables, fishing lakes, a rifle

range and the Trimley Branch Line Railway.
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Land at 25m AOD and above

1

Land 20 - 25m AOD

Land 15 - 20m AOD

Land 10 - 15m AOD

Land 5 - 10m AOD

Land at 5m AOD and below

Indicative boundary of Trimley Estate

Viewpoints

Plan 2. Topography and boundary

of Trimley Estate



Landscape and Townscape
Character Assessment 

Plan 3 shows landscape and townscape character

areas and types within the Felixstowe Peninsula.

Landscape Character Assessment

Landscape character types are generic types of

landscape, which may repeat throughout the country.

They contain broadly similar combinations of geology,

topography, drainage patterns, land use and vegetation.

In contrast, landscape character areas are

geographically distinct parts of a particular landscape

type.

There are three distinct landscape character types

which relate closely to the topography of the area:

Plateau

This landscape character type comprises the flat

elevated land between the River Deben and River

Orwell Valleys, generally lying above 20 m AOD. It is

characterised by large, open, intensively farmed arable

fields with a generally poor hedgerow structure.There

are a number of isolated farms and buildings and

winding country lanes.This is a very simple landscape

with few features.

Valley Side

The Valley Side landscape character type covers the

River Deben and River Orwell valley sides and is

characterised by arable slopes, wooded valleys, tree

belts and plantations.This landscape type is more

complex and contains a number of landscape features

such as streams, valleys and woodland.There are also

a number of distinctive views across the lowlands and

rivers.

Lowlands

The lowlands landscape character type is defined as

the area of land below 5m AOD and is characterised

by relatively flat, large, open, arable fields, networks of

drainage ditches and marsh land.This landscape type

is also very simple with few vertical features. From the

lowlands there are long unobstructed views to the

valley sides.
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Landscape Character Type

Plateau

Valley Side

Lowlands

Townscape Character Type

Victorian/Edwardian terraced/semi-

detached and detached housing and

earlier (OS map 1904-05)

1905-1938 terraced/semi-detached/detached

housing (1928 OS map and Provisional -

revision of 1924-25 with additions in 1938)

1939-1968 suburban housing (Town Map

1968, Bidwells)

1969 - 2002 suburban housing (OS map

1999)

Large scale commercial/industrial

development

Landscape and Townscape Character Areas

1. Trimley Marshes Lowlands

2. River Orwell Valley Side

3. Trimley and Kirton Plateau

4. River Deben Valley Side

5. River Deben Marshes Lowlands

6. Trimley St. Martin Suburban Estates

7. Trimley Village Core

8. Trimley St. Mary Suburban Estates

9. Walton Village Core and Suburban Estates

10. Felixstowe Western Suburban Estates

11. Felixstowe Station and High Road Area

12. Felixstowe Victorian/Edwardian Core

13. Felixstowe Northern Suburban Estates

14. North Seafront Bespoke Houses

15. South Seafront

16. Port of Felixstowe and Commercial Industrial 
Area

17. Felixstowe Caravan Parks

18. Landguard Common

Plan 3. Landscape and Townscape

Character Assessment



Townscape Character Assessment

Similar to landscape character types, townscape types

are generic and contain similar building types and

street patterns.Townscape type relates very closely to

age and is defined with the aid of historic maps.The

map of townscape types therefore also indicates the

historic development of the area.Townscape character

areas are geographically distinct parts of Felixstowe

or the villages and may contain a variety of townscape

types.

The plan shows that Felixstowe has a Victorian /

Edwardian Core (character area 12) and that early

development also centred around Walton and the

Trimley village cores. Felixstowe grew rapidly at the

end of the 19th century due to the creation of the port

in 1886 and the boom in sea side tourism.

Significant expansion has also taken place in the post

war period characterised by suburban estates of

predominantly semi-detached and detached houses.

During this period Walton completely merged with

Felixstowe. However, Walton has retained its separate

identity with a busy high street with a range of shops,

services, pubs and restaurants.

Trimley St Mary and Trimley St Martin are two

parishes to the north west of Felixstowe.The drawing

shows that most of the historic buildings (pre 1905)

are centred around the two parish churches (character

area 7).This is the historic village core with some

ribbon development along Trimley High Road.The

developments to the north (character area 6) and

south (character area 8) are mainly post war

suburban housing estates.

The Port of Felixstowe and other related uses cover an

extensive area of land by the mouth of the River

Orwell.The Port of Felixstowe is the main employer in

the area and therefore of vital economic importance to

the town. Visually, the large cranes of the Port are

dominating features that can be seen from the A14

and Trimley High Road.The port plays a major role in

shaping the character of the town.

1Baseline Analysis
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Landscape Character

View 4. Looking across Trimley Marshes to the Port of Felixstowe 

View 5. Looking across the AONB landscape west of the Trimleys 
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Landscape Character

View 6. View from the northern edge of Felixstowe looking north across the Lowlands 

View 7. View across the Trimley and Kirton Plateau landscape character area from Croft Lane



Land Use and Access

Plan 4. shows the main categories of land use,

public rights of way and cycle routes within the

study area. Most of the land surrounding

Felixstowe, Walton and the Trimleys is arable land

of Agricultural Land Classification Grade 2 on the

Plateau and Valley Sides, and Grade 3 on the

Lowlands. Urban fringe land uses include areas of

grazing land (mainly paddocks), market gardens,

allotment gardens, public open space, community

woodland and a golf course and driving range.

PPG7 paragraph 2.18 states that:

Development of the best and most versatile

agricultural land should not be permitted unless

opportunities have been assessed for

accommodating development on previously

developed sites, on land within the boundaries of

existing developed areas, and on poorer quality

farmland.

Land in grades 1, 2 and 3a should only be

developed exceptionally, if there is an overriding

need for development.'

The Orwell and Deben Estuaries are of

international importance ecologically (see Plan 5)

as the mud flats support a wide range of birds.The

Trimley Marshes Nature Reserve adjacent to the

River Orwell was created to compensate for mud

flats lost by the extension of the Port of Felixstowe.

Structure planting, planted around 10 years ago

within the Trimley Estate, has significantly

enhanced the landscape structure. Most woodland

is located within the Valley Side character type on

slopes and in valleys, although significant structure

planting has taken place along the A14 and railway

line.

Generally there is a good network of footpaths and

bridleways in the study area.The Suffolk Coast and

Heaths Path, a long distance footpath, passes

through the study area.The path splits in two: one

route runs along the seafront of Felixstowe while

the other passes east-west through Trimley St

Martin.

1Baseline Analysis
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Plan 4. Land Use and Access



Within the urban area, there are three retail centres:

Felixstowe town centre, located in the centre of

Felixstowe between the train station and the seafront,

the High Street through Walton, and a new large

supermarket in West Felixstowe. Felixstowe and

Walton are therefore well served.There are, however,

few local shops in the Trimleys.

Generally there is a lack of high quality green space.

Playing field provision is below the recommended

standards and there are few green spaces for informal

recreation.

Planning Context

Plan 5 shows environmental designations, planning

policy areas , listed buildings and scheduled ancient

monuments.

Felixstowe is constrained to the west and northeast by

a number of environmental designations that cover the

Orwell and Deben estuaries including the Suffolk Coast

and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,

Heritage Coast, SSSI, SPA and Ramsar sites. Both

estuaries are sensitive ecological habitats which

contain saltmarsh and intertidal mudflats that support

a range of breeding, wintering and migratory birds.

Furthermore, the lowlands within the study area have

been defined as Indicative Tidal Floodplain by the

Environment Agency.

The open character of the land between the Trimleys

and Walton, and to the northwest of the general

employment area, is protected to maintain the

separation of Felixstowe from the Trimleys. Policy

AP171 Felixstowe Peninsula: Separation of Felixstowe

from the Trimleys (of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan

adopted February 2001) states that:

The District Council will protect the open character of

the land which separates the physical limits of

Felixstowe from those of Trimley St Mary, and the

physical limits of Trimley St Mary (including a small

part of the parish of Trimley St Martin) from those of

Trimley St Martin.

Other relevant policies in the Local Plan are given

below.

1Baseline Analysis
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Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area

of Outstanding Natural Beauty*

Heritage Coast*

Protection of Open Character*

Landguard Peninsula*

Physical Limits (Village)*

Physical Limits (Town)*

Conservation Area

Area to be protected from

development

Public Open Space - Clickett

Hill*

Urban Fringe*

General Employment Area*

B1 Employment Area Only

(Blofield site plan)

South Seafront Site AP 202*

Caravan Site, Manor Terrace

AP 203*

County Wildlife Sites (Suffolk

Biological Records Centre)

Local Nature Reserve (Suffolk

Biological Records Centre)

SSSI (English Nature)

SPA and Ramsar site

Listed Buildings 

(Suffolk County Council)

Scheduled Ancient Monument

(Suffolk County Council)

* From the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan adopted

February 2001

Plan 5: Policy Context



Felixstowe Peninsula: General Policies

The Local Plan states that further large scale

development would be inappropriate because of the

potential damage to the character of the Peninsula

and its settlements.

New Housing: Scale and Location

The Structure Plan does not include specific housing

requirement figures for the Felixstowe Area.

The Trimleys

Trimley St Martin and St Mary have been identified

as Villages for a number of reasons:

1. to protect and recognise their individual character;

2. to allow a period of assimilation after two decades

of rapid growth;

3. to maintain the open character of the land which

separates them from each other and from

Felixstowe.

Estate-scale development, therefore, will be strongly

resisted.

Policy AP170 Felixstowe: Restraint

The strategic policy of restraint on new housing

development in Felixstowe will continue to be applied

through the retention of the physical limits boundary,

as defined on the proposals Map. New housing

development will, therefore, consist of infilling, groups

or small scale developments.

Employment

The Port is a major employer providing around 2000

jobs directly. In addition it generates jobs for other

related businesses such as haulage companies,

shipping agents, etc.

It may be desirable to stimulate other activity in the

Town so that it is not totally dependent on the Port.

Provision should therefore be made for new

employment-generating development in accordance

with the objective of diversification and consolidation

of the local economy by way of small business

development. It is also desirable to reduce the amount

of commuting from Felixstowe to the Regional Centre

of Ipswich.

Offices

There is demand for offices both in relation to the

Port and as support services for local firms and

businesses. 

Policy AP208 Felixstowe: The Urban Fringe

The Urban Fringe of Felixstowe is particularly

vulnerable to change and proposals for new

development or changes of use of land or buildings

will be subject to the closest scrutiny against other

policies of the Plan. When assessing individual

proposals, special regard will be paid to their possible

contribution towards a cumulative impact on the area.

In this respect and, indeed, for all proposals, there

should be no detrimental impact on the landscape,

minimal loss of high quality agricultural land, and

suitable access.

Recreation 

Felixstowe at present falls short of the recommended

standards for provision of playing fields. However,

most clubs appear to be able to find pitches in or

outside the town.

Listed Buildings and SAMs:

There are a number of Grade II listed buildings in the

Trimleys, Walton and Felixstowe. Most of the listed

buildings are located along the historic route High

Road which passes through the Trimleys, Walton and

North Felixstowe.There are also listed buildings along

Grange Road and in the conservation area of

Felixstowe. Many farm houses and buildings are also

listed.

Several of the redundant farm buildings within the

Trimley Estate are listed.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the study area

include Landguard Fort , three Martello Towers along

the coast, the site of Walton Priory and the site of

Walton Old Hall.

Population Figures:

The following population estimates from 1998 are

taken from the Suffolk District Council website:

Felixstowe: 24,260

Trimley St Martin: 1,990

Trimley St Mary: 3,830

Ecology

Designated sites 

A variety of designated sites occur within the study

area.These include sites of international and national

importance, as well as sites of importance within the

county or regional context.

Sites of international and national importance

The Deben Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest

(SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar

Site

The boundary of the SPA is coincident with the Deben

SSSI boundary and includes all land above mean low

water mark up to an inland boundary that follows

features such as the upper limit of wetland habitat or

the sea wall.The site qualifies for designation under

Articles 4.1 and 4.2 by regularly supporting nationally

important numbers of avocet and dark-bellied brent

goose.The site also supports nationally important

numbers of shelduck, grey plover, black-tailed godwit

and redshank.

The SSSI is designated for its populations of over-

wintering waders and wildfowl and also for its

extensive and diverse saltmarsh communities. Several

estuarine plants and invertebrates with a nationally

restricted distribution are also present

The Stour and Orwell Estuaries Special Protection

Area (SPA) and Ramsar site

The site qualifies for designation under Articles 4.1

and 4.2 by supporting notable numbers of wintering

golden plover and internationally and nationally

important populations of wintering dunlin, shelduck,

dark bellied brent goose, redshank, grey plover, black-

tailed godwit, turnstone, ringed plover, wigeon, knot,

curlew, pintail, mute swan, goldeneye and scaup.

The Orwell Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest

(SSSI)

The Orwell estuary is designated for its populations of

wintering wildfowl and waders, extensive mudflats and

saltmarsh habitats.

The Landguard Common SSSI

This site is located on Landguard point on the south

western tip of Felixstowe . It is designated for the

stabilised shingle habitat and the vegetation it

supports.

Sites of County Importance

Seven sites of county importance are located within

the study area. Although these sites are given non-

statutory designations, they are considered to be of

interest at the county or even regional level and are

afforded protection under national and local planning

policy.They could, therefore, present a potential

constraint to development.

Egypt Wood

This site is a woodland supporting a suite of plants

characteristic of ancient woodland.

Kings Fleet

This site is designated for its spring fed freshwater

lake and the number of birds it supports in late

summer.The site also supports a diverse breeding bird,

plant and invertebrate assemblage.

Morston Hall Wood

This is a mixed habitat site.The Loompit Lake

supports large concentrations of ducks in winter. Other

interest is found in adjacent unimproved grassland,

saltmarsh and ancient woodland.The site also supports

water shrew, which is a Suffolk priority species in the

Suffolk Biological Action Plan.

Trimley Marshes

This site is located adjacent to the Orwell Estuary. It is

a Suffolk Wildlife Trust reserve comprising a number

of recently created lagoons, marsh and grassland

supporting a wide range of birds.

Painters/Salters Woods

This site is situated close to Trimley Marshes. It

supports two small ancient woodlands.

Martello Tower

This site is located on the coastal edge of Felixstowe.

It supports stinking goosefoot and nationally rare

species.

Suffolk Shingle Beaches

This site located at the mouth of the River Deben

estuary. It supports vegetated shingle habitat.

1Baseline Analysis

1678LP/MFr/PB/June 2003 PAGE 10



Protected species and species of conservation concern

A data trawl of existing records species afforded legal

protection, or being of nature conservation concern,

has shown that within the study area there is:

a. A wide range of bird species, some of which are of

high conservation concern.

b. A wide range of plant species, some of which are of

conservation concern.

c. Mammals afforded legal protection including water

vole, pipistrelle bat and other bat species and otter.

d. Mammals that are listed in the UK Biodiversity

Action Plan including brown hare, pipistrelle bat,

otter and water vole.

e. Reptiles that are afforded legal protection including

slow worm, adder and common lizard.

f. Stag beetle, which is listed in the UK Biodiversity

Action Plan.

Potential ecological issues arising from potential

future development

Sites of international and national importance

From an ecological point of view, the most important

features of the study area are the international and

national statutory designations.

Development within or on the edge of existing urban

areas is unlikely to affect the interest of the

Landguard Common SSSI unless future development

will produce aerial pollutants.The presence of Deben

Estuary and the Orwell Estuary, however, will be a

major consideration in any ecological assessment of

future development proposals, especially where there

are direct impacts on these sites. In addition any new

development will also need to consider indirect

impacts on the features of interest of the estuaries.

Guidance on the types of impacts that are considered

potentially harmful is provided in the management

scheme for the Stour and Orwell Estuaries which has

been drawn from the Regulation 33 (Habitats

Regulations 1994) advice package produced by

English Nature.

The following impacts would need to be considered

a. Physical loss of habitat (e.g. loss of estuarine

habitats and loss of non-estuarine habitats used by

key species for feeding such as grassland and spring

crops or loafing)

b. Physical damage of habitat (e.g. siltation from run-

off)

c. Non-physical disturbance of habitats and species

(e.g. noise, visual, disruption of flight paths)

d. Toxic contamination (e.g. introduction of chemical

pollutants)

e. Non-toxic contamination (e.g. changes in nutrient

status, turbidity, salinity, organic loadings or

thermal regime)

f. Biological disturbance (e.g. introduction of

pathogens or non-native species)

Any new development proposals that could affect the

SPA could potentially qualify as a 'plan or project'

under Regulation 48 of the Habitats Regulations. Any

new development may, therefore, need to provide

information to enable the competent authority to

undertake an appropriate assessment.

Sites of County Importance

Any new development will need to consider direct and

indirect impacts on county wildlife sites. It will need to

be demonstrated that the development does not cause

any adverse effects to them, unless it can be

demonstrated to be of overriding importance.

Protected species and species of conservation concern

The legal protection afforded to protected species will

vary depending on the species in question. Species

afforded international and European protection (for

example bat and otter) would be a greater potential

constraint to development than species given national

protection (for example grass snake, water vole,

common lizard and all wild breeding birds), or species

that are not given legal protection but which are, for

example, noted in Biological Action Plans as being of

concern (for example stag beetle).

Whilst all protected sites are known and development

can be designed to avoid causing impacts on them,

protected species, and species of conservation concern,

could occur anywhere in the study area, and could be a

major constraint to planned development. If species

are effected compensation measures might include

translocation and/or the provision of land and habitat.

It is recommended that, before development is

designed in more detail, field surveys for natural

habitats and protected species, and species of

conservation concern, are carried out so that they can

be accommodated and, if necessary, mitigated for.
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Infrastructure and Transport 

Services 

The primary electrical supply route is via 33kV

overhead power lines into Felixstowe dock. In future

years, with the planned expansion of the port, it is

likely that these power cables will be upgraded to meet

demand. Any expansion of the Trimleys would require

the installation of a new Primary sub-station located

centrally in the villages.

The Gas infrastructure comprises of a low pressure

network at present.This is near to its capacity and will

need to be reinforced as future development occurs.

This is likely to be designed and implemented in

stages.

There is a good water distribution network at present,

with a Water Tower and large mains well placed for

the proposed expansion of the villages.

Telecommunication services are presently provided by

both British Telecom and NTL which can be relatively

easily expanded when development occurs.

Existing underground drainage may need to be

upgraded in key areas to allow foul water to drain to

the existing treatment works along a new route, and

surface water to drain using the site topography to sea

outfalls.

Railway and Trimley St Mary Station 

The existing station building is in a poor state of

repair. In the near future it is planned to demolish it

and the site levelled and surfaced with tarmac.The

existing station will remain in operation as an 'un-

manned' stopping point with real time passenger

information displayed.The railway operator (presently

Anglia Railways) has a commitment under its

franchise agreement with the Government to maintain

a service along this railway line. It is unlikely that,

even if the population of the area doubled in size, that

the frequency of passenger trains would increase for

the foreseeable future. At present single carriage trains

operate on an hourly basis throughout the day.

Providing an additional carriage or two, if required,

can increase capacity. Since daily freight rail traffic is

planned to increase from approximately 20 to 34

movements in each direction by 2010, it is not

considered that there will be any spare capacity to

allow additional passenger trains to operate.The

feasibility of relocating the passenger station to allow

multi-nodal connection with bus services is considered

as part of the development of the masterplan (see Part

3).

The existing station is located at a 'dead end' and does

not interact with any existing bus service.The

anticipated number of railway users is not sufficient to

justify a new station on its own. However, since there is

a commitment to provide a railway service to the

community it would be better served by a station in a

more central location.

Bus Services

The bus companies traditionally react to local demand

in this area.The proposed development (see Part 3)

will allow a circular route around the villages through

the main housing estate areas, which does not exist at

present. A bus stop at the new railway station may

allow greater interaction between buses and trains in

the future, and provide a focal point for public

transport.

Cycle Routes 

Sustrans national cycle route 51 and the Suffolk

coastal cycle route both pass through the Trimleys. It

is proposed that modification to these routes will

evolve with development of the villages to provide

greater safety for cyclists by use of dedicated cycle

paths, cycle lanes and traffic calming measures.
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Landscape And Townscape

Analysis

The analysis of the study area and baseline

information shows that the areas to the east and west,

coloured green on Plan 7 are visually and ecologically

sensitive landscapes which are heavily constrained. Any

development proposals should therefore be within the

areas in white which broadly corresponds to the

Trimley and Kirton Plateau landscape character area.

Other major constraints to development are the A14

and railway, which are significant barriers to

pedestrians and cyclists, and which form very strong

edges.The issue of connectivity is important when

considering development to the north of the A14 and

likewise to the south of the railway line, as it is

important that any new development links well with

the existing urban fabric.

The urban edges marked with a blue hatch are poor,

abrupt, unscreened edges which could be enhanced

through appropriate management or, where this

supports the masterplan, development.

Conclusion

The baseline studies and analysis have demonstrated

that the land within the Trimley Estate with the

greatest development potential is the area between the

Trimleys, and between the A14 and the railway line.

The series of baseline plans given in Part 2 focus

specifically on this area and give more detailed

information.
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Topography 

Plan 8 shows that the area between the Trimleys and

between the A14 and the railway line is relatively flat

(see photograph 8).These areas of flatter land would

be more suitable for development than the valley

slopes to the east and west of the Trimleys.The plateau

area is also the area of land that historically has been

developed.
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Landscape and Townscape
Character

The proposed development is all located within the

Trimley and Kirton Plateau character area which in

terms of landscape quality is the least sensitive

character area that has the greatest development

capacity.

The townscape assessment demonstrates that most of

the historic buildings in the Trimleys are clustered in

character area 7.Trimley Village Core.There are a

number of listed buildings here including the two

parish churches. It is considered important to protect

the setting of this historic core and to retain the views

of the church towers from the nearby fields. Apart

from some Victorian and Edwardian development

along the High Road and near the station, the majority

of the development in the Trimleys is post-war

development.

Walton is more urban in character with a higher

proportion of medium density Victorian terrace

development and a large range of shops and services

on the High Street. Subsequent development mainly

consists of suburban housing development from the

1940's to the 1960's.
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Landscape and Townscape
Character
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Land Use and Access

Plan 10 shows current land use, shops, services and

community facilities in the Trimleys, and public rights

of way. Most of the shops, services and community

facilities are located along Trimley High Road.There

is, however, a row of four shops near St Mary's Green

Public Open Space east of the High Road, two of

which are closed.

The current population of the Trimleys and proximity

to Walton High Street and Felixstowe means that it is

unlikely that the settlements could support more shops,

services and facilities.
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Planning Context

Plan 11 shows that the main planning constraint in the

area of land between the Trimleys, and between the

road and railway line, is the cluster of grade II listed

buildings within the historic village core.The drawing

also shows the parish boundary between Trimley St

Martin and Trimley St Mary which passes between the

two parish churches in the centre of the historic core.

Any future development between the Trimleys and the

railway line and A14 should have minimal landscape

or visual impacts on the Suffolk Coast and Heaths

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the south.
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Landscape and Townscape
Analysis

This landscape and townscape analysis plan draws out

the most important aspects of the baseline assessment,

including accessibility, which areas of land are most

constrained, landmarks and views.

The areas which are considered to be visually and

ecologically sensitive landscapes correspond broadly to

the areas of land within the Valley Side and Lowlands

landscape character type.

Key constraints to development between Trimley St

Martin and Trimley St Mary, and between the Trimleys

and Walton, include:

• Policy AP171 of the Local Plan which protects the

open character of the land between these

settlements.

• The settings of Trimley parish churches and historic

village core.

• The historic lanes (between the Trimleys only) and

public rights of way.

Consultation with Trimley St Martin and Trimley St

Mary Parish Councils identified that noise from traffic

on the A14 adversely affects residents in houses close

to the dual carriageway.
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A Vision for Felixstowe, Walton
and the Trimleys
(refer to Plan 13 and 14)

The future development of Felixstowe, Walton and the

Trimleys should be focused on the Trimleys, but needs

to be understood and promoted in the context of a

wider vision for the whole Felixstowe Peninsula.

The Vision is summarised in the following points:

• Focus new long-term, high quality development

between Trimley St Mary,Trimley St Martin, the

A14 and the railway line.

• New development is to be mixed use to include

housing, a new primary school, community facilities,

employment opportunities and open space.

• Create a new and enhanced community heart to the

Trimleys, focused around the historic village core.

• Deliver improved community, recreational, transport

and employment opportunities and facilities within

the Trimleys as part of the development.

• Explore the feasibility of relocating Trimley station

to provide a better and more accessible station

nearer to the new heart of the Trimleys.

• Protect and enhance open countryside of the Valley

Side and Lowlands Landscape Character Types, and

Plateau areas that are not part of the development

strategy.

• Enhance the northern edge of Felixstowe through

planting and protect against future development.

• Enhance the western edge of Walton through

regeneration and planting.

• Enhance the overall highway network to improve

strategic traffic flows whilst substantially reducing

traffic volume and impacts within the Trimleys.

Why should future development be located around the

Trimleys?

The baseline studies and the analysis have shown that

growth options around Felixstowe are heavily

constrained and that, in terms of sustainable urban

form, transport and connectivity, landscape and

ecology, the most suitable location for further

development is between and around Trimley St Martin

and Trimley St Mary, and on the edge of Walton.

Residential development opportunities within the

existing urban areas are currently limited to small

scale infill developments and the proposed South

Seafront mixed use development in Felixstowe where

there are plans for 180 residential units (see Plan 5).

This is because of an adopted policy of restraint, due

to the need to protect the landscape, particularly the

AONB, to conserve high quality agricultural land and

the perceived need to allow for a period of time for

consolidation after two decades of rapid growth.

The Port of Felixstowe has unveiled plans to increase

its container capacity by 1.5 m units a year by

redeveloping redundant areas and upgrading existing

facilities dating from the 1960's and 1970's. It is

possible that this will create up to 400 new jobs which

may strengthen the argument for a significant housing

allocation in the area and provide potential

opportunities for developing the Vision in partnership

with the Port. Growth of the port should be matched

by growth of the town (including the Trimleys) to

encourage workers to live near their work place in

order to minimise commuting distances.

Diversification of employment opportunities should

assist with the enhancement of job creation in the

area. Development within and around the Trimleys

could deliver new forms of small scale local

employment, which are currently not provided within

Felixstowe.

Development in the Trimleys could help deliver a range

of benefits to the community.These include:

• Reduction of through traffic along Trimley High

Road.

• A possible new railway station, subject to technical

studies and third party agreements.

• New village greens.

• An enhanced bus service, subject to operators'

proposals.

• An enhanced landscape structure.

• Small scale local employment opportunities, giving

economic diversification away from port-related

businesses in Felixstowe.

• Community facilities, to be the subject of

community consultation.

Extension and enhancement of the Trimleys

This is the proposed primary focus for short and

longer term development on the Trimley Estate. The

areas between the Trimleys, the railway line and the

A14, and also the eastern edge of Walton are suitable

for development for the following reasons:

• The land is contained between two transport

corridors (the A14 and the railway line) which form

strong edges.

• There is convenient access to these transport

corridors.

• There is potential to promote sustainable means of

transport including rail, bus and bicycle.

• The land is visually contained and development

would have little visual impact on the surrounding

landscape, including the AONB.

• The area is well connected to the existing urban

fabric.

• There is potential to enhance the relationship

between the urban form and countryside in some 

locations, notably on the eastern edge of Walton.

• Development is facilitated by the the flat nature of

the site.

• There are no landscape or nature conservation

designations within the area.

• There are no Conservation Areas within Walton or

the Trimleys.

This proposed scale of development would provide a

significant number of dwellings, small scale local

employment opportunities, plus community facilities

and public open space. It would need to be

implemented over a period of time likely to be in

excess of one Plan Period, due to the very limited

housing numbers required by the Local Plan.

Promotion of the Felixstowe area for housing

development would need to take place at a strategic

level to enable this scale of development to be

possible.
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Gap between the Trimleys and Walton 

(refer to Plans 14 and 15)

The area between the Trimleys and Walton contains a

number of land uses including arable fields, horse

paddocks, allotment gardens, school playing fields and

a rifle range. The sense of physical separation between

Trimley St Mary and Walton is weak and the land is

degraded by the strong influences of the busy roads,

poor quality urban edge of Walton, and the bleak

playing fields of Orwell High School and Maidstone

Causton Junior School.The land is also fragmented as

it is bisected by roads and railway lines which

constrains pedestrian movement through the gap.

At present the open land between the Trimleys and

Walton is protected by the policy AP171 'Separation

of Felixstowe from the Trimleys' in the Local Plan (see

Planning Context).

It is proposed that this gap is enhanced by a

combination of development and landscape

improvements.

The vision for the gap between Walton and the

Trimleys includes the following proposals:

• A new link road to the A14 could be established to

reduce traffic through the Trimleys and provide a

quicker route out to the A14 for the residents of

Felixstowe.Traffic congestion is a significant

problem on the High Street and the new access

road could alleviate this.

• Limited development within the gap, subject to

further detailed study in association with a planting

strategy to create an improved urban edge, a better

visual and physical relationship between the urban

form and landscape, an area of public open space

for the people of Walton and the Trimleys, and an

overall strengthening of the gap between Walton

and the Trimleys.

• There might be potential to redevelop the schools to

provide improved educational facilities and a more

attractive and functional landscape setting to

Walton.The need and potential for this should be

the subject of consultation.
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• The gap provides valuable links to open countryside

and these links should be enhanced.

• There is scope for significant landscape

enhancement by screening hard urban edges with

planting and changing land use from arable fields to

pasture/community woodland/public open space.

The Northern Edge of Felixstowe

(refer to Plan 14)

There is significant pressure for development on the

northern edge of Felixstowe. Development has already

crept down the slope, intruding into the sensitive River

Deben Valley Side Landscape Character Area. Much of

the existing urban edge is hard, abrupt and consists of

suburban housing and garden boundaries abutting

open fields.

Development proposals have been put forward by

others on the northern fringe but should be resisted, as

this area is highly visually sensitive, with views from

the lowlands designated as AONB. Opportunities

should be taken to enhance the urban edge with screen

planting, which will soften the transition between

housing and open countryside.

Extensions to the northern edge of Felixstowe should

be resisted through representations to the development

plan process by the promotion of development centred

around the Trimleys as the best location in the

Felixstowe area.
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Development Principles

Place Making

The development concept for the masterplan is based

on the structure of the existing landscape and villages.

In places hedgerows are thin and gappy, but elsewhere

they are well formed and contain fine mature trees

which give a powerful sense of place as well as being

of some ecological richness. While it is evident that the

sense of place in a new urban area of this scale has to

come primarily from the urban form, it is also

important that the new landscape structure respects

and builds on the existing vegetation pattern.Thus the

siting of buildings to front on to open spaces and

hedgerows will help to reinforce this sense of place.

Similarly, narrow lanes are retained for their historic

value and to reinforce a unique sense of place.

Critically, the setting of historic buildings which are

central to the identity of the Trimleys, such as Trimley

St Martin and Trimley St Mary parish churches, is

protected by creating a landscape ‘buffer’ of public

open space.

The masterplan should, however, strive to achieve a

balance between retaining the existing sense of place

and creating a new settlement and community identity.

Environmentally Sustainable Development

At its most fundamental level, a sustainable

development means developing a good place which will

last, will have minimal adverse impact on the

environment, which links seamlessly into the

surrounding areas, and which has excellent public

transport.

The creation of a flexible development framework

which links back into the existing urban fabric, but

which also helps to address the more general shortfall

in facilities in the surrounding low-density residential

areas, is only one part of the sustainability agenda. It

is also important to provide a balanced range of

housing, density and tenure to allow for as wide a

range of land uses as the market will allow.

Every opportunity should be taken to offer attractive

alternatives to the use of the private car, by provision

of bus and rail services and a safe network of

footpaths to cycleways.

Finally, a number of other sustainable development

principles should be considered. These include: the

layout and orientation of streets within 20º of east

west for passive solar radiation; the creation of

sustainable drainage arrangements; the design and

construction of buildings for maximum energy

efficiency; the protection and creation of ecological

diversity; and the creation of local employment

opportunities.

Traditional Urban Form

The masterplan is based on a traditional urban pattern

of a network of streets.This not only helps to integrate

different land uses but also offers a wide variety of

distinctive routes which are fronted by urban form. It

is a network which echoes, and is linked to, the

surrounding urban pattern of the Trimleys wherever

possible and appropriate.

Continuous street frontages are desirable, either set

back behind small front gardens or in the more dense

urban areas, such as the town centre, at the back edge

of the pavement.This ensures that streets are well

enclosed with a general height to width proportion of

1:2 or 1:3, and squares and small greens slightly

larger at 1:4 or 1:5. It also ensures that streets,

greens and larger open spaces are provided with

natural surveillance and a sense of neighbourliness.

There is not a consistent local vernacular in terms of

architectural style, but generally the surrounding urban

form is of one and two storeys.This massing should

generally be respected, but with exceptions being made

at certain places in the masterplan. With a plan of this

scale it is important not to be too prescriptive in terms

of architectural style, but rather to provide a good

variety of character areas linked by a strong public

realm treatment, which will help to create distinct

local identity.
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Development could help deliver enhancement of Trimley High Road

through traffic calming measures, paving schemes and tree planting 



Variety of housing mix and tenure

It is important that as wide a range as possible of

housing types and densities should be provided, to

ensure a balanced community and a rich and varied

urban environment.

The masterplan has been designed to allow for higher

densities and a greater intensity of urban form around

the open spaces and transport nodes. Lower density

housing areas will be sited more towards the rural

fringes, which are also further away from public

transport routes.

Affordable housing will be pepper-potted throughout

the development area, as will flatted development,

although the latter will tend to be concentrated at key

focal points of the plan and where distinctive urban

form is required.

Other forms of housing such as live/work units can be

concentrated near the transport nodes where there is a

greater sense of activity, although there is no real

reason why they cannot be sited anywhere within the

plan.

Mixed use principles

Rather than disperse the mixed use areas around the

plan, they would be deliberately concentrated to try to

create a centre near transport nodes, such as the

proposed railway station.There is only a limited

amount of mixed use which can be realistically

sustained within the development.

Internal Traffic Management

The vehicle movement pattern has adopted the form of

a flexible grid which allows maximum choice in terms

of routes through the plan area, as well as linking in to

the existing road network.

Since it is important that integral traffic restraint is

designed in from the start rather than retro-fitted, it is

probable that the entire masterplan area will be

designed to provide a positive environment for

pedestrians and cyclists. Through careful design and

the introduction of Home Zones, vehicular traffic

speeds will be restrained creating a sense of place for

people that encourages movement by sustainable travel

modes.

The ability of the grid to spread traffic loads, and thus

calm the traffic, will be reinforced by frequent

junctions and changes of direction, with more detailed

design measures incorporated at later stages of the

design process. In contrast to the tortuous grid for the

private car, the bus route will be direct, with prioritised

junctions and dedicated routes wherever possible.

Public Realm

The public realm is an integral part of the masterplan

and has directly influenced the physical form of the

plan. It is the general intention that all the significant

trees, hedgerows and lanes should be retained and

reinforced with new planting and that a strong

landscape framework should be added to streets,

squares and the open space network.

Equally important is the hard landscape treatment.

The design of all roads, pavements and footpaths

should be coordinated with street furniture and

lighting, as part of a comprehensive public realm

manual.

Development Concept

Two development concept diagrams are shown

opposite illustrating the basic structural organisation

of the Masterplan in a simplified graphic form.

Development Concept 1 is based on the relocation of

Trimley Station where the proposed new primary

school and employment area is centred around this

public transport node. Development Concept 2 shows

another option where the station remains in its existing

location and the school and employment area are

located adjacent to Trimley High Road. Both concepts

marry the existing landscape with the development

principles outlined in the previous section, and the

diagrams try to capture the essential physical form of

the place. Open space is shown dotted and key building

frontages, which either frame these spaces or which

form the major entrance gateways into the site, are

also shown. Development Concept 1 is pursued in more

detail in the Illustrative Masterplan shown on the next

page.

The Development Concept and the Illustrative

Masterplan are flexible, and their evolution

and implementation will depend on many

factors, some of which are outside the direct

control of Trinity College.The Masterplan

has, therefore, been developed so that it could

be changed and adapted to suit different

circumstances. For example,Trinity College

does not own all of the land, and the shape

and phasing of the development will therefore

be determined partly by third parties. It may

also prove unfeasible to relocate the railway

station from Trimley St Mary, in which case

the Masterplan will need to be adapted.
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Illustrative Masterplan

This Illustrative Masterplan is based on a strong

landscape framework consisting of existing lanes and

hedgerows, new green spaces and tree lined streets.The

masterplan is designed to be flexible as there are a

number of factors which remain uncertain at this

stage:

• Future housing allocations

• Other landowners

• Feasibility of relocation of the station

• Need for new school - local education authority

• Demand for employment

The total area of development land shown on the

masterplan is 67 ha, including public open space.

The new school and employment units are located

close to the station so that the facilities can support

each other. If, however, it is not possible to relocate the

station, the school and business units may be located

closer to the High Road and linked with good bus

services. Whether or not the station can be delivered,

the development principle should remain the same.

New community facilities and employment should be

grouped together close to a public transport node in a

central location in order to create a focus for the

community.
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Landscape Framework

The proposed Masterplan has a strong landscape

framework which has directly influenced the physical

form of the plan. Existing hedgerows, trees, historic

lanes and woodland planting have been retained which

makes the development look more established.

New village greens are proposed by the parish

churches and opposite the Hand in Hand Pub in

Trimley St Martin.The Church Green is the largest

proposed green space in the development which not

only provides a valuable community facility but also

functions to protect the setting of the churches and

historic village core. A network of smaller green

spaces throughout the development ensures that all

homes have access to a local green space within two

minutes walking distance.The green network also

offers circular walks away from traffic and provides

corridors for wildlife. In addition to establishing a

green network within the new development, the

masterplan proposes landscape enhancement of access

roads to the Trimleys in the form of bold avenue

planting and tree planting along the High Road.

Houses would be set away from the A14 and railway

line separated by dense, screen planting.This might

need to be augmented with noise mitigation measures

to minimise the affects of noise from traffic and trains

on houses on the perimeters of the development.

Access and Traffic Calming
Measures

Development East of Trimley High Road

There are currently only two access roads that serve

this area and these are Church Lane and Thurmans

Lane. Both these roads are cul-de-sacs and are

narrow without footpaths or street lighting. New

access roads will be required to the proposed

development area and these existing roads may be

upgraded to 3.0m wide single lane with single footpath

accommodating one way traffic only. Suitable

connections will be required between these one way

roads and the main access roads to ensure an

adequate distribution of vehicles through the

development.

The main access points can be located on the link road

connecting the A14 interchange with the High Road

roundabout and on the High Road itself.

Access off link Road

Dependent on the layout of the development it is

expected that a high proportion of vehicles will use

this entrance. Its proximity to the A14 interchange

and the relatively high speed of traffic using the link

road would preclude the right turn movement of

vehicles out of the site. The adoption of traffic lights

at this location would lead to the possibility of vehicle

queuing on to the interchange at peak times and it is

therefore likely that a left turn into the site and a left

turn out of the site would be adopted. The access road

would be 5.5m wide with footpaths on both sides. It

may also be necessary to provide a footpath along the

link road to the High Road.

Access from High Road

The location of any junction on this section of the road

will have to give consideration to sight lines, proximity

to the roundabout and other access roads.This access

road will be 5.5m wide with two footpaths. With the

provision of speed reduction measures in the High

Road it is envisaged that a mini roundabout or ghost

island will be required.

Church Lane

The current distance between the Church boundary

wall and the adjacent house at the point of egress on

to the High Road is insufficient to provide a two way

access road with footpaths on both sides. The adoption

of a one way system would be possible with due

consideration of detailed layout of the housing scheme.

Sight lines for traffic egress appear satisfactory.

Thurmans Lane

Similar criteria apply to this road as in Church Lane.

However sight lines are substandard and the location

of access roads opposite means that this road could

only be used for access to the development.
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Development West of Trimley High Road

Access roads adjacent to the new village green in

Trimley St Martin

Both these access roads on each side of the proposed

green are located opposite existing residential road

junctions with the High Road. It is not expected that

there will be much traffic crossing to the High Road

and therefore a mini roundabout junction can be

considered. This is in keeping with the traffic calming

proposed for the whole of the High Road. Sight line

distances are likely to be 4.5m x 70m . This may be

reduced if the High Road speeds can be reduced to

well below 30mph. These access roads can also link

into Grimston Lane to the north west.

Roundabout on Trimley High Road at the end of the

A14 link road.

The main access to the development and the relocated

railway station would be from this existing roundabout.

This junction has sufficient capacity to meet the likely

demands and the geometry is such that a fourth arm

can be constructed.

Great Street Farm 

Great Street Farm access is bounded on one side by a

residential property and on the other by an electrical

substation. The recent sale of the farm house allowed

for the provision of an access road at this point.

However, if this access forms a key road to the

relocated railway station, consideration may have to be

given to the relocation of the substation to enable a

mini roundabout to be constructed in the High Road.

Gaymers Lane

This access is currently an unmade track and could be

constructed as an access road to land south of the

proposed development, and the AONB area to the

south of the railway line, by utilising the existing rail

level crossing.

Traffic Calming Measures 

In the future development of the villages a priority will

be to reduce the "through traffic flow" along the High

Road. Traffic will need to be encouraged to move

more directly to and from the A14. This will be

achieved by the introduction of a new roundabout on

the main road in Walton together with a new road

connecting this roundabout with the proposed A14

inter-change.

Traffic calming measures will need to be introduced

that give priority to vehicles leaving the central green

areas of Trimley St Martin and Trimley St Mary, and

that discourage through traffic. Calming measures to

be considered include:

• 20mph speed limit zones in the village green and
core village areas.

• Pinch points/lane width restrictions and raised

platforms and road humps to give priority to

vehicles leaving the central areas of the villages.

• Cycle bypass at road pinch points.

• Regular speed table provision, especially around the

schools.

• Raised pedestrian crossing areas.

• Mini/small roundabouts at any main junction.

All measures will need to take account of buses,

emergency vehicle and delivery vehicle requirements.

Consideration for dedicated parking spaces for

residents along Trimley High Road should also be

made.This will allow more effective cycle routes to be

introduced along the High Road.

Dock Spur Interchange

Plan 20 shows the main access road into the port and

Felixstowe via the A14 trunk road. Access to

Felixstowe is made from the A14 Dock Spur

roundabout on the A154 into the town centre. Access

to the Trimleys from the east is from Felixstowe and

Walton on the High Road.

Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) traffic is set to increase

significantly within the next two years following the

Government approval for the construction of Trinity III

Quay Extension. A number of papers were provided at

the public inquiry to the Government Inspector relating

to traffic generation which indicated that the Dock

Spur Road would exceed its capacity when the new

quay was completed. A recent announcement by

Hutchison Ports indicates that a further substantial

redevelopment of the old port area is possible, which

would have a major impact on HGV traffic on the A14

and bring forward the need to address the roundabout

capacity problem.

There are a number of locations on the A14 east of

Ipswich which are prone to accidents. The roundabout

to the Dock Spur Road and also the roundabout at

each entrance to the Dock gates 1 and 2 appear to be

susceptible to incidents. The most serious problem

appears to be at the Dock Spur Road roundabout

where there is a high risk of container lorries over-

turning should they travel around the roundabout at

too high speed.

There is currently a view that residential traffic should

be separated from the HGV's at the Dock Spur Road

roundabout and in order to achieve this, and address 

the problem of capacity and accidents, it is considered

that a grade separated interchange is required at this

location. A suitable layout is shown on Plan 20.

Trimley High Road and Walton

Of major concern is the amount of traffic that passes

through the Trimleys. An important part of the

masterplan is to improve the High Road for

pedestrians and cyclists by design and traffic

management. Apart from introducing aesthetically

designed speed restrictions, which would discourage

drivers, the introduction of a roundabout in Walton

linking the eastern end of the High Road to the new

Dock Spur Road interchange would be a more

attractive route to the west in terms of time and

convenience (see Plan 20).
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Summary and Conclusion

Planning for the medium and longer term

Trinity College Cambridge has, through the Trimley

Estate, been involved with the Felixstowe Peninsula

since the 1930s, and has been an active landowner

concerned with management and change in the area

since that time. The College wishes to continue with

its tradition of thinking for the longer term and with

involving the local community. In presenting these

proposals, which follow a community planning exercise

carried out by the Town and Country Planning

Association in 2001, the College is setting out a long-

term and comprehensive vision for Felixstowe and the

Trimleys and for the surrounding area. This vision is

intended not only as a basis for continuing discussions

with the local community, but forms the basis on which

proposals can be put forward to Development Plan

Reviews. Our thorough analysis and visionary ideas

will, we hope, provide many ideas for consideration by

the local planning authority and will help avoid ad hoc

decisions by the Estate and others in the day-to-day

management of land.

The current planning position is that there is no need

for housing development on the scale indicated in the

Masterplan put forward in this report.This situation

may, of course, change, as future planning reviews take

place. If, during such reviews, housing and other

development is required on the Felixstowe Peninsula,

this report provides a comprehensive analysis leading

to proposals for satisfying such demand.

A Comprehensive Plan

The vision for the Felixstowe Peninsula is by no means

confined only to land in the ownership of Trinity

College. The analysis has been wide-ranging, covering

the town of Felixstowe and the Trimleys, the Docks, the

surrounding countryside and the primary areas of

transport infrastructure. It has considered issues as

diverse as wildlife and the landscape, on the one hand,

and transport needs and development, on the other. It

has addressed the environmental, economic and social

needs of the area and has looked, creatively, at not

only development potential in the long-term, but how

quality of life could be improved for existing

communities.

The proposals include issues such as reducing the

impact of traffic and improving the environmental

quality of the Trimley High Road, landscape

improvements such as new tree planting within the

Trimley Estate, enhanced access to the countryside and

a diversification and enhancement of employment

opportunities.

The main long-term development proposals are

focussed around the Trimleys. The strategy

demonstrates that there is significant potential for new

housing, together with a range of small scale

employment, community, educational and other

facilities which, taken together, has the potential to

greatly enhance the Trimleys as a place to live. The

exact scale and type of new employment provision

within the Trimleys would be subject to future studies,

but proposals at this stage have in mind small-scale

office/ workshop type of development, bringing

diversification of jobs and a new centre for

employment, away from the Docks. It is clear that the

employment provision should involve small-scale

buildings, suited to the village environment.

The proposals would create an enhanced and more

characterful core to the Trimleys, based around the two

parish churches, a new central green and new

community facilities. New environmental

enhancements, funded by new development, would

include traffic calming and major upgrading of the

pedestrian environment, with safer and broader

walkways, tree planting, sitting areas and other

features to enhance the main spine road through the

Trimleys. Walton would also benefit from reduced

traffic impacts through traffic calming and from a

safer route to the schools in Walton.

Traffic and Public Transport

Proposals for improvements to the Dock Spur

Roundabout have been made in the report, and it is

hoped that these will be taken forward by the

Highways Agency. A proposed new link road to the

west side of Walton is proposed, and could be delivered

in association with new housing development within

the Trimleys. The link road is the key to reducing

traffic impact along Trimley High Road and is, thus,

the key to enabling the range of environmental

improvements to the core of the village, associated

with the road, to be delivered.

Improvements to public transport provision are also

outlined in this report. A potential relocation of the

Trimley Railway Station is shown, but requires further

studies to test its economic and technical viability. It

is not essential to the masterplan proposals, but it is

worth exploring further. The masterplan also

demonstrates how an extended bus service could be

brought to the Trimleys, enhancing provision to existing

village residents. Footpaths and cycleways form an

important part of the development proposals, again

benefiting existing as well as new residents.

Involving the Community

The masterplan which is presented in this report has

been the result of substantial and wide ranging study

by leading consultants, but there is no expectation that

the masterplan is in any way definitive. The College

wishes to consult with many people and organisations

representing the local community - from the Officers

and Members of Suffolk County Council, Suffolk

Coastal District Council,Trimley St Mary and Trimley

St Martin Parish Councils and Felixstowe Town

Council, to the various landowners involved and the

Port of Felixstowe.

They wish, also, to maintain an open dialogue with the

community in general, through continuing the public

consultation exercise commenced in 2001 with the

Town and Country Planning Association. They see the

proposals presented in this report as a stage in this

consultation process, and will continue to seek ideas

and comments from the local community in the

months and years ahead.
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